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Girl Scout Alumnae of Northern California • San Francisco Bay Area

ANNUAL MEETING MINUTES
September 8, 2018 • Camp Bothin, Fairfax, CA

Respectfully submitted by Secretary, Ramona Kennon-Frink

WELCOME:  Vorisia opened the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance.

SECRETARY REPORT (Becky Simpson):  The Minutes of the previous
year were accepted as posted in the GSA Newsletter.

TREASURERS REPORT (Jeanette Bemis):  Jeanette presented
Treasurer’s Report, GSA has a current cash on hand of $10,525.17

COMMITTEE REPORTS
Fundraising (Brena):  White Lunch tickets still available, to be held Sept
26, 2018.

Holiday Extravaganza (Martha): Holiday Extravaganza, volunteers
needed, it is first weekend of November 2018. 

Gold Award Luncheon (Marcia): Gold Award Ceremony to be held
January 9, 2019.  

Scrapaganza (Jeanette): Scrapaganza to be held in February 2019, also
No Show Tea to be held in March 2019.

Sew and Sew (Wendie):  Sew n Sew to be held October 27, 2018.

Product Sales:  Product sales opportunity April 20 2019 volunteers
wanted for booth and to promote GSA membership. 

Website (Kendra):  The website URL is:  www.gsalumnorcal.org it was
noted many members were concerned about the use of “alum” rather than
the “alumnae” used by our organization.  As the URL has been purchased it
stands as is.

NEW BUSINESS 
Officers:  Teresa Klein and Vorisia were elected to Co-chair GSA for 2019.
Secretary Ramona Kennon-Frink and Treasurer Jeanette Bemis were re-
elected.

Donation Ideas: It was suggested and approved that GSA purchase a new
coffee maker for Bothin spending up to $150

• It was also approved to purchase a commercial microwave on “Black
Friday” as Bothin doesn’t have a microwave in the kitchen.

• Other suggestions for donation ideas were, the Butano Bridge, checking
with Hidden Falls to see if they need any specific help rather than
donating to Bothin.  

• The cooks announced that they were donating their pay to the Build a
Better Butano Fund, $800 toward the new bridge.

Lifetime Awards:  Presented to Marcia McGallian and Martha Bratton for
their many years of volunteer service to GSA.

Activities/ New Events:  Suggestions for possible future events included:
Business Fair Booth~ Teresa , Trip to Savanna to visit the birthplace of
Juliette Gordon Low, in December 2019 ~ Becky 

WW 2019: Volunteer co-chairs for the 2019 GSA Women’s Weekend Teresa
and Marcia were unanimously approved.  The theme for next year’s event
will be Under the Sea.
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GSA Alumnae of 
Northern California, 

San Francisco Bay Area 
is on Facebook. 

Email: 
Wendie Wu: wubbuwu@sbcglobal.net

if you want to join. 
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Did You Know?
by Farris Horak

That Camp Bothin has a ghost – a good one at that?

That Sylvia Acevedo, Girl Scouts CEO, is an engineer by
profession?

That the Brownies have their own Scouts’ Own program?

That Juliette Low’s birthplace was actually purchased in 1954?

That a national retail store (not GS affiliated) has copies for sale
of the first Girl Scout Handbook?

That the Oakland Girl Scout Council was formed in 1935?

That on Oahu and Maui the “Girl Scouts of Aloha” made 10,000
leis for graves on Memorial Day?

That the citizens of Georgia wanted to name one of their
bridges after Juliette Low, only to be defeated by Georgia
politicians?  

That the song WATCH ME SHINE was written for Girl Scouts and
will be used at official GS events?

That Brownies were originally called “Rosebuds”?   

Greetings from the Chair�
Wow!

Ladies, time is going by so very fast and I know we are all so busy. I am
just coming down off the high from spending a wonderful weekend at
the Native Daughter's of the Golden West home scrapbooking all
weekend with our alumnae sisters. We had a great weekend, again.
Seemed like every time someone went out for a walk, the sky opened
up. Though it rained all weekend, it didn't dampen our spirits. It was
good just being together.

Coming up we have the Golden Gate Bridging and need volunteers to
“staff” the table. It is fun and seeing the excitement of the girls is
infectious.!

Vorisia Henderson
Co-Chair, GSA NorCal, San Francisco Bay Area
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How Girl Scouts Grow Up

Even as a small child Kathryn showed a love of
crafts and retail. Now at thirty-two she has spun
her two loves into a yarn store,
Firebird Yarns in San Francisco.
Named for the emblem of the
city, Firebird Yarns was a decade
in development for Kathryn from
learning to spin, knit and crochet
as a teenager to studying fibers
and markets as an adult. She
opened Firebird Yarns in
September 2018, and continues
to be fascinated by yarn and the
people who love the fiber arts.

Kathryn always enjoyed the craft projects in Girl
Scouts from Daisies to Seniors. She developed
from a learner in troop 1018 to a teacher of
knitting and spinning at Holiday Extravaganza
and other venues, and now to the owner of a
shop in San Francisco. From selling Girl Scout
cookies, she moved on to working in retail
boutiques where she studied management styles
and business cycles. She developed fiber industry
contacts through live and online groups; and has
many friends who are happy to share their

Kathryn Bernard: Firebird Spirit
By Susan Bernard

experiences and networks. Local and
international independent yarn dyers make up a

substantial portion of the
offerings in her shop. She sought
out a location which would serve
the local knitting community and
be accessible to both locals and
visitors to San Francisco. She
now oversees specialty teachers
who come to the shop to conduct
individualized and group classes.
She is always happy to answer
questions.

Since the days of her Gold Award project which
involved teaching leadership skills, she has
understood that no matter how much you
prepare, there will always be problems to solve.
But the unpredictability of real life and real
peoples’ needs is what makes it fun!

Come visit Kathryn at: 
1322 Haight St.
San Francisco
or online at:

www.firebirdyarns.com.

Mid Year Meeting 2019
Please join us

Sunday, March 3  • 12 – 3 pm 
at

Carlton Corners Scout House
299 Carlton  •  San Bruno

Come join us for another fabulous potluck!
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The 2019 Gold Award Brunch was at the beautiful
Crow Canyon Country Club again this year. We had
32 girls in attendance with their families. Chief
Mission Officer, Michelle McCormick was our emcee
this year. We were proud to have Troop 31197 from
San Leandro (Dos Pueblos Service unit) do the
opening flag ceremony. I gave a welcome on behalf
of the Girl Scout Alumnae and invited the girls as
well as leaders and parents to join us.

Marina Parks, CEO of Girls Scouts Northern California
spoke about the dedication and skills it takes to earn
the Gold Award and how unique each girl was. 

The Heritage Committee loaned us uniforms from
past years, showing how the highest award has
evolved to the Gold Award. The girls from Troop
31197 explained each of the uniforms and their
significance throughout the years,

We were delighted to have Carlyn Obringer, the
Mayor of the City of Concord, say a few words on the
importance of Girl empowerment and what the
future holds for them.

2019 Gold Award Brunch
By Marcia McGallian, Gold Award Event Chair

I want to thank everyone who helped behind the
scenes to get this ceremony to be the fabulous event
it is! Kim Colantuono and her girls for helping reset
the room when we arrived at the Country Club and
found they had set up the wrong room. It was a
quick scramble, but all got done before the guests
arrived. Elizabeth Smith and Bernice Matoza for
stuffing invitations and tracking registration then
manning the registration at the event. Brena Bailey,
Michelle Luster and Becky Simpson and her team for
making all the corsages. 

I am thankful for Brena Bailey and Becky
Simpson for the great fund raising event we put on
in September, Dejeuner en Blanc, that raised $2,250
to help offset the costs of our Gold Award luncheon.
We are hoping this will become an annual event.

We are looking forward to our Gold Award Event
next year on Jan, 12, 2020!

�
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FUN at
4 HOLIDAY EXTRAVAGANZA z

- 2018 -
By Carleen Butz • Photos courtesy of Carleen, Martha and Marcia McGallian

Our event at Camp Bothin in Fairfax on November 3rd, 4th, and 5th
was a BIG Success! Our event keeps getting more and more
interested adults to step up and volunteer.

We were very pleased to have Kindra Mendall aka: Aspen join us to
handle the evening programs. This was a huge undertaking and it
helped us out tremendously. Our statistics for the GSA event:

74 Girls Attended

27 WONDERFUL Workshops

20 GSA Members

19 Other Helpful Adult Volunteers

We look forward to more new and creative workshops in 2019. Our
event next year is scheduled for November 1st , 2nd, and 3rd. We
hope you can join us for a fun time and yummy food! What
workshop would you like to present to the older girls?

Your GSA Holiday Extravaganza Co-Directors,

Carleen Butz and Martha Bratton

More photos on page 6



More Fun at Holiday Extravaganza
Photos by Marcia McGallian
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Manor single bath and showerManor remodeled “group” bathroom

Judy Wilson in Manor by bunkbed

WOMEN’S WEEKEND 2018
Photos by/from Carol McMillan & Marcia McGallian

REMODELED AND REVAMPED: CAMP BOTHIN!

Front of remodeled Manor

Marcia McGallian and Martha Bratton, our
Lifetime Membership winners!

8
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What a Great Party!What a   a Great P   Party!
What can you say about
the most fabulous party of
the year? Well you should
have been there! (If you
weren’t.)

Proposed, organized and led
by the talented Brena Bailey,
with help from Becky
Simpson, Marcia and Jeff
McGallian, and a host of
others, we traipsed into up-to-
now, uncharted fundraising
territory.

We raised a lot of money
($2,250 after expenses) and
had a awesome time.
Wonderful food and wine,
beautiful flowers and table
settings, and a continuous
white table top in the long
driveway of Brena’s beautiful
home and garden created a
festive ambiance. And the
great weather topped it off.

More photos on page 11

Our fabulous servers



Name: Ph:
(home) (day)

Address: City: State: Zip:

e-Mail:

If you’re new, how did you learn about us?    � Friend in GSA    � Council Event    � Website    � Other

____ $20.00 Annual GSA Regular Membership* _______ Donation (your choice)     ____ FREE – I’m a 2018-2019 Gold Award recipient

____ I want to join, but need financial aid (you’ll be contacted by us)

____ Lifetime Membership Available $100.00

My check is enclosed, made payable to Girl Scout Alumnae.
Please let us know your GSUSA membership status, by checking one space below
___ I am a Lifetime Member of GSUSA    ___ I am a current paid member of Girl Scouts    ___ I am currently not a paid member of Girl Scouts

PLEASE COMPLETE AND MAIL THIS FORM TO:
Girl Scout Alumnae of Northern California, San Francisco Bay Area (GSA), 1722 Via Chorro, San Lorenzo, CA 94580
*Dues must be paid by September 30th, 2018 to get the discount for WW 2019.

Join us!Join us!
Renew Your MembershipRenew Your Membership

Send me more informationSend me more information

I already know how great 
Girl Scout Alumnae of Northern California, 
San Francisco Bay Area is!

or or

Membership year is now: October 1 – September 30th
(Voted and approved at Annual Meeting, Camp Bothin WW 2015.
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Girl Scout Alumnae of Northern California  San Francisco Bay Area Chapter  

                                     WOMENS WEEKEND  

                                              2019 

                                     SEPTEMBER 20 -22 
                                       (* NOTE - NOT THE WEEKEND AFTER LABOR DAY THIS YEAR) 

              Camp Bothin, in the beautiful California Redwoods  

 

 

 

 

      Look for details coming soon on our website: www.gsalumnorcal.org 
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Photos by Marcia McGallian
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Sew ‘n Sew
Sew ‘n Sew is still
happening!

On Saturday, October 27, 2018,
Wendie Wu and Normandie
Ross, along with 3 other leaders:
Mary Catherine “MC” Gaisbauer,
Jessica Gaisbauer and Emily
Voigtlander, taught 7 girls from
our sponsored Girl Scout troop
in the Tenderloin how to make
pillowcases. (Nancy Johnson
who did a great job organizing
this event, wasn’t able to make it
at the last minute.) These girls
were enthusiastic, energetic and
younger than those we usually
teach. But, they were ready and
excited to learn. Most were
juniors and a couple were
brownies. This was a long day
for them: 6 hours. One girl came
late and another left early due to
busy lives, but the rest had
enough time to make a tote bag
too. One girl made an infinity
scarf instead.

One thing we learned, besides
the fact that juniors and
brownies are quite capable of
learning to use a regular sewing
machine is that knit/jersey fabric
is not the best for learning to
sew pillowcases. This was the
fabric they had purchased due
to some different instructions
than what we usually use
(flannels or cotton). It’s hard to
cut as it stretches all over the
place and the edges roll up. It’s
also a bit harder to sew and pin.
And some of the knit fabric was
really too thin and was meant
for something like an infinity
scarf.

But live and learn!

We didn’t really give them a big sewing lesson, but they had been given some
previous instruction in hand sewing. Wendie taught them how the sewing
machines work and basics like threading, bobbins, etc. We had five machines
and five teachers. So the girls didn’t have to wait long to do anything. And we
cut all the fabric for them while they were with Wendie. It was faster and more
safety concious as we were using rotary cutters.

All the girls had a good time and several asked for us to come back. 

and Ms. Wu!
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Annual Council
Meeting
for the

Girl Scouts
of

Northern California
April 13, 2019

We are volunteering once again to help
out at the council’s annual meeting at
Camp Bothin in Fairfax.

We can go on Friday night to welcome the
out-of-towners or go up early Saturday
morning. This is a valuable and much
appreciated service we provide, meaning
paid staff does not have to give up their
time to come.

Becky Simpson is coordinating:
beckysimpson@hotmail.com

San
Francisco

Crissy Field,
Presidio

GOLDEN GATE
BRIDGING 

April 27, 2019

GOLDEN GATE
BRIDGING 

April 27, 2019

Volunteer Opportunities 

This is a really fun event in Chrissy Field. We do
the same swap every year – San Francisco in a Bag
– which is really easy and very popular. We
provide the supplies and the girls make them
themselves.

Please contact Becky Simpson if interested in
helping this year:

beckysimpson@hotmail.com

San
Francisco

Crissy Field,
Presidio

Check out our new website – same old address but new format
(www.gsalumnorcal.org). We are looking for content...things you would like to
share, pictures, pictures, did I mention pictures?, and suggestions. Email content
to kmendall@att.net. If you have a bunch of pictures, email me and we can talk
about how to transfer them. And I can password protect them. The site password
is: "juliette".

Our thanks to Kindra…
for developing our new website.



GIRL SCOUT QUILT

This awesome quilt was auctioned off at Camp Edith Macy inNew York, to raise money for the Friends of
WAGGS. It brought in $9,000!

Photo by Becky Simpson
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